
Essay 3: Persuasive 

An argumentative, research-driven paper 

 

Purpose: The third and final essay for this class is a research-based argument that stems out of 

the work you did for the informative essay. Nearly all of the papers you write from this point 

forward will depend on your ability to conduct effective research and compose extended 

arguments based on your findings. This paper provides a platform for you to demonstrate the 

skills and abilities you have developed as a writer and researcher. 

 

Prompt: You will write a 3 – 5 page, MLA style research-based argument that argues a specific 

approach, perspective, position, or action based on your research from the 2nd essay. This 

argument must be addressed to a specific audience and demonstrate an understanding of the issue 

that extends beyond superficial details and generic audiences; instead of “the general public” or 

“students at ____,” your paper should be focused on a specific group of stakeholders. 

 

Guidelines 

You must pick a specific audience that cares about your topic and write to that audience. 

 

The primary difference between a persuasive essay and the informative essay that you have 

already written is you are encouraged to offer an opinion and attempt to persuade your readers to 

take a specific action based on the evidence and reasoning that you present. Pick sources in 

consideration of your primary audience’s preferences. Exclude any sources that might be 

problematic for your target audience. 

 

You are encouraged to go even more deeply into the topic areas you explored in the informative 

paper. Your sources for support will be articles that might be similar to the ones you used in your 

informative paper. This paper must have at least five sources, and, though you are allowed to use 

the sources you have already discovered, you should do additional research with your target 

audience in mind. 

 

Essay 3 provides more freedom in terms of structure and approach than Essays 1 and 2. Your 

format must be based on the written word; do not write this paper in the same style as a speech or 

presentation. 

 

Grading: I will grade this assignment based on your ability to present an argument to a specified 

audience. Your tone and voice should be geared toward your audience but also be appropriate for 

a college-level research argument. I will pay particular attention to your use of appeals. 

 

Basic Criteria: 
3 – 5 pages, Word Processed 

12 Pt Times New Roman 

Double-spaced 

1” Margins 

5 sources required. You may use your sources from Essay 2 

MLA Format 


